
The Florida Department of Health Joins the 
Florida Division of Emergency Management in 
Urging Residents and Visitors to Prepare for 

Hurricane Season 
Tallahassee, Fla. – Hurricane season has begun, and the Florida Department of Health (Department) is 
joining the Florida Division of Emergency Management in encouraging all residents and visitors to 
prepare for severe weather emergencies. Determine any risks to your home, property, or business, and 
update your emergency plans and supplies before Florida is threatened by a storm. It is important to stay 
prepared before and after a storm. 

"It's time for every Florida resident and visitor to prepare for hurricane season and put a plan in place," 
said State Surgeon General Dr. Joseph Ladapo. "With this week being the start of hurricane season, it 
is a great opportunity for Floridians to obtain essential supplies and prepare for possible impacts of 
hurricane weather." 

Make a Plan          

It is essential that individuals have a plan before a disaster occurs. Following an emergency or disaster, 
you may lose access to basic services, such as power and water, and be subject to limited or no access 
to essentials like food and water. Visit the Florida Department of Emergency Management "Plan and 
Prepare" webpage for guidance on making an emergency plan for your family or business. 

 

Sales Tax Holiday for Disaster-Preparedness Supplies 

Passed by the Florida Legislature and signed into law by Gov. Ron DeSantis, the sales tax holiday began 
Saturday, May 27, 2023, and extends through Friday, June 9, 2023. A second exemption period will 
begin Saturday, August 26, 2023, and extend through Friday, September 8, 2023. For more information 
and a list of qualifying items, please see the Florida Department of Revenue’s Taxpayer Information 
Publication on the 2023 Disaster Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fww11.doh.state.fl.us%2Fcomm%2F_partners%2Fprepare_before_or_after_the_storm%2Foffice_printing%2Fenglish%2Fbefore_the_storm_8.5x11_office.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7CChristie.Mathison%40flhealth.gov%7C822dc3e3429e4fb82a2a08db63ae6db7%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638213373048485221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kfXVhFC04%2BSQcgINaX8hu6RPGHTpvHY9Pts5hnzh3lI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fww11.doh.state.fl.us%2Fcomm%2F_partners%2Fprepare_before_or_after_the_storm%2Foffice_printing%2Fenglish%2Fafter_the_storm_8.5x11_office.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7CChristie.Mathison%40flhealth.gov%7C822dc3e3429e4fb82a2a08db63ae6db7%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638213373048485221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RFIad432gocUI5ASDJNInJYk4ywpIx9eDS2Ut4Zibvc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.floridadisaster.org%2Fplanprepare%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7CChristie.Mathison%40flhealth.gov%7C822dc3e3429e4fb82a2a08db63ae6db7%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638213373048485221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mCRQ7%2FdNot%2F%2BeDEij1KfqmJhmf7SMehUsCWApRWEcdM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffloridarevenue.com%2FDisasterPrep%2FDocuments%2F2023%2F2023%2520Disaster%2520Preparedness%2520Sales%2520Tax%2520Holidays%2520-%2520External%2520FAQs%2520-%2520Consumers.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7CChristie.Mathison%40flhealth.gov%7C822dc3e3429e4fb82a2a08db63ae6db7%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638213373048485221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=COSTT6pQedtS4qrBB1x7AxJrSn77cnx5DBj8tvqF0dk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffloridarevenue.com%2FDisasterPrep%2FDocuments%2F2023%2F2023%2520Disaster%2520Preparedness%2520Sales%2520Tax%2520Holidays%2520-%2520External%2520FAQs%2520-%2520Consumers.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7CChristie.Mathison%40flhealth.gov%7C822dc3e3429e4fb82a2a08db63ae6db7%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638213373048485221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=COSTT6pQedtS4qrBB1x7AxJrSn77cnx5DBj8tvqF0dk%3D&reserved=0


 
Click to view the exempt sales tax items related to disaster preparedness. 

 

Make a Kit 

As we stay on the lookout for upcoming storms, think about what to keep on hand in order to be 
prepared. The Florida Division of Emergency Management recommends that you maintain a well-stocked 
emergency preparedness kit to last you and your family for a minimum of seven days. Each individual or 
family disaster supply kit differs based on personal needs. Review the list below for the basic items to 
include in your kit.  

• Water: Enough for drinking, cooking and sanitation purposes—pack a minimum of 1 gallon daily 
per person for 7 days. 

• Food: Non-perishable packaged or canned food and juices, snacks and foods for those with 
dietary restrictions (e.g., infants and people with diabetes). 

• Cooking Supplies: Manual can opener, cooking tools and fuel, paper plates, and plastic 
utensils. 

• Flashlight and Extra Batteries 

• Pillows, Blankets and/or Sleeping Bags  

• Clothing: Complete change of clothes suitable for the current climate and include sturdy shoes 
to protect feet from debris or other sharp objects post-storm. 

• First Aid Kit, Prescription Medication, and Other Medicines: Include a first aid kit and plan to 
bring medications that you need. After a storm, you may have limited supplies of your 
prescription medications and your local pharmacy may close. Keep an updated list of each 
medication you take, its dosing instructions, and the name and contact information of the 
prescribing doctor. 

• Radio: Battery operated and NOAA weather radio. 

• Toiletries  

• Cleaning Supplies: Garbage bags, moisture wipes and other items. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffloridarevenue.com%2FDisasterPrep%2FDocuments%2F2023%2FDPposter11X17.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7CChristie.Mathison%40flhealth.gov%7C822dc3e3429e4fb82a2a08db63ae6db7%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638213373048485221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uCqogZHfNuV8cIw8r2KHZmnbljYvBDNO1WGxDZDOG4A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.floridadisaster.org%2Fplanprepare%2Fhurricane-supply-checklist%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7CChristie.Mathison%40flhealth.gov%7C822dc3e3429e4fb82a2a08db63ae6db7%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638213373048485221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DEUpaoAefnol5anq1GSBp9TqKeDWxX5r5zJyXdWUGV0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.floridadisaster.org%2Fplanprepare%2Fhurricane-supply-checklist%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7CChristie.Mathison%40flhealth.gov%7C822dc3e3429e4fb82a2a08db63ae6db7%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638213373048485221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DEUpaoAefnol5anq1GSBp9TqKeDWxX5r5zJyXdWUGV0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffloridarevenue.com%2FDisasterPrep%2FDocuments%2F2023%2FDPposter11X17.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7CChristie.Mathison%40flhealth.gov%7C822dc3e3429e4fb82a2a08db63ae6db7%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638213373048485221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uCqogZHfNuV8cIw8r2KHZmnbljYvBDNO1WGxDZDOG4A%3D&reserved=0


• Cash: Banks and ATMs may not be open or available for extended periods following a disaster. 

• Important Documents: Store all critical documents in a waterproof container and save 
electronically. Documents like insurance, medical records, bank account numbers, Social 
Security card, etc. 

• Contact List: Keep an updated list of all important contacts, including doctors, friends, relatives, 
out-of-state friends, or relatives. 

• Special Items: Assess all family member needs. Plan for infants, elderly and individuals with 
access and functional needs (e.g., medical items and baby bottles). 

• Pet Care Items: Proper identification, immunization records, ample supply of food and water, 
carrier or cage, medications, muzzle and leash, and a photo of you and your pet together to 
validate ownership. 

 
Know Where to Find Shelter 

The time may arise when you may need to evacuate your home to go to a safer place. In certain 
situations, it may be safest for you to evacuate to a more secure location like a shelter. A hurricane 
evacuation shelter is a refuge of last resort; a place to go if you are not able to evacuate to a hotel or the 
home of a relative, friend, or co-worker. Hurricane shelters are also available for people who have no 
other place to go. The Florida Division of Emergency Management maintains a list of open shelters on 
their website. 

If you know or care for an individual with a disability or special need, such as a medical condition that 
requires assistance but not hospitalization, you should pre-register with the Florida Special Needs 
Shelter Registry. Registering through the Florida Special Needs Registry allows local emergency 
management officials to provide important information and quickly assist you during an emergency. For 
more information, call your county’s emergency management office or visit the Florida Special Needs 
Registry at https://snr.flhealthresponse.com/ .    

If you are eligible for a Special Needs Shelter, your kit should include the following: 

• A list of medications and dosage 

• A 30-day supply of medications 

• Vital medical equipment for those who may be electrically or oxygen dependent 

• Back-up energy sources for essential medical equipment 

• Any special dietary needs or food 

• Personal information including:  

o Photo ID 
o Insurance card 
o List of emergency contacts 
o Your primary care provider's contact information 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.floridadisaster.org%2Fplanprepare%2Fshelters%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7CChristie.Mathison%40flhealth.gov%7C822dc3e3429e4fb82a2a08db63ae6db7%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638213373048485221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nFgjywfOiyVtBuneZGq6LmnqE2qlUjh2yIir4%2BLdUd0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.floridadisaster.org%2Fplanprepare%2Fshelters%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7CChristie.Mathison%40flhealth.gov%7C822dc3e3429e4fb82a2a08db63ae6db7%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638213373048485221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nFgjywfOiyVtBuneZGq6LmnqE2qlUjh2yIir4%2BLdUd0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsnr.flhealthresponse.com%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7CChristie.Mathison%40flhealth.gov%7C822dc3e3429e4fb82a2a08db63ae6db7%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638213373048485221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xquEq2x6tRKt0lSqt9Bvs%2FXlquQz21s%2B%2FhpTpmSoKi8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsnr.flhealthresponse.com%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7CChristie.Mathison%40flhealth.gov%7C822dc3e3429e4fb82a2a08db63ae6db7%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638213373048485221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xquEq2x6tRKt0lSqt9Bvs%2FXlquQz21s%2B%2FhpTpmSoKi8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsnr.flhealthresponse.com%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7CChristie.Mathison%40flhealth.gov%7C822dc3e3429e4fb82a2a08db63ae6db7%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638213373048485221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xquEq2x6tRKt0lSqt9Bvs%2FXlquQz21s%2B%2FhpTpmSoKi8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-preparedness-and-response/disaster-response-resources/_documents/spns-checklist-with-edits.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

Prevent Mosquito-Borne Illness  

Immediately following a storm, flooding may occur. Mosquito eggs laid in the soil during previous floods 
can hatch and result in very large populations. Most of these mosquitoes are considered nuisance 
mosquitoes, however it’s essential to protect yourself and your family from mosquito breeding and 
mosquito-borne illness. 

The risk of disease transmission through bites of infected mosquitoes to humans often increases during 
the warm, rainy months. To protect against mosquitoes, the Department urges the public to “Drain and 
Cover:” 

DRAIN standing water stop mosquitoes from multiplying. 

• Drain water from garbage cans, buckets, pool covers, coolers, toys, flowerpots or any other 
containers where sprinkler or rainwater has collected. 

• Discard old tires, drums, bottles, cans, pots and pans, broken appliances and other items that 
aren't being used. 

• Empty and clean birdbaths and pet's water bowls at least once a week. 

• Protect boats and vehicles from rain with tarps that don’t accumulate water. 

• Maintain swimming pools in good condition and appropriately chlorinated. Empty plastic 
swimming pools when not in use. 

COVER your skin with clothing or repellent to reduce mosquito bites. 

• Clothing - If you must be outside when mosquitoes are active, cover up. Wear shoes, socks, 
long pants and long sleeves. 

• Repellent - Apply mosquito repellent to bare skin and clothing. Always use repellents according 
to the label. Repellents with DEET, picaridin, oil of lemon eucalyptus, and IR3535 are effective. 

• Use mosquito netting to protect children younger than 2 months old. 

COVER doors and windows with screens to keep mosquitoes out of your home.  

• Repair broken screening on windows, doors, porches and patios. 

https://www.floridahealth.gov/about/_documents/emergency-information-factsheet-moquito-control-2022.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Tips on Eliminating Mosquito Breeding Sites: 

• Clean out troughs and gutters. 

• Remove old tires or drill holes in those used in playgrounds to drain. 

• Turn over or remove empty plastic pots. 

• Pick up all beverage containers and cups. 

• Check tarps on boats or other equipment that may collect water. 

• Replace water in birdbaths and pet or other animal feeding dishes at least once a week. 

• Change water in plant trays, including hanging plants, at least once a week. 

• Remove vegetation or obstructions in drainage ditches that prevent the flow of water. 

 
Stay Connected 

During severe weather and other emergencies, the State Assistance Information Line (SAIL), a toll-free 
hotline, is activated to provide accurate and up-to-date information on emergency or disaster situations 
impacting the State of Florida. 

The SAIL hotline is: 1-800-342-3557. 

You can also get helpful information from the Department’s Emergency Information webpage. 
Additionally, one of the fastest ways to receive accurate health-related information is to 
monitor @HealthyFla on Twitter and on Facebook. 

 

About the Florida Department of Health 

The Florida Department of Health, nationally accredited by the Public Health Accreditation Board, works 
to protect, promote and improve the health of all people in Florida through integrated state, county and 
community efforts. 

   

 

tel:+1-800-342-3557
https://www.floridahealth.gov/about/emergency.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://bulkmail.doh.state.fl.us/lt.php?c=2114&l=-https--twitter.com%2FHealthyFla--Q-utm_source--E-ac&lid=10708&m=2637&nl=236&s=98f8a0d20d913e3319ae5eea5fd61011&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://bulkmail.doh.state.fl.us/lt.php?c=2114&l=-https--www.facebook.com%2FFLDepartmentofHealth--Q-utm_source--E-ac&lid=10709&m=2637&nl=236&s=98f8a0d20d913e3319ae5eea5fd61011&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.phaboard.org%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7CChristie.Mathison%40flhealth.gov%7C822dc3e3429e4fb82a2a08db63ae6db7%7C28cd8f803c444b2781a0cd2b03a31b8d%7C0%7C0%7C638213373048485221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jyy6ipP2SRmtj%2B6NQ6Fx3Z%2Bw37JZK6cf5j9WpPYCE8Y%3D&reserved=0

